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USING SEMA'S FASTER TRRCI< TO 
EMISSIONS COMPLIANCE 

T
hose of you who attended our SEMA Show seminar on emissions compli

ance were reminded that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have the combined authority to 

enforce anti-tampering regulations in all 50 states - and not just against man

ufacturers but industry resellers as wetl. For those who were not able to attend this 

annual briefing session, attendees had the opportunity to team more about important 

new SEMA resources to help members stay in compliance with the law. 

CARI3 and EPA have recenrly srcppcd up cnforce

menc actions :~gainst noncompli~m manufacturers 

and resdlc:r~, levying sub-~ranrial fines. If your com

pany has not done so already, now is rhc rime ro 

undertake regulatory compliance review and r.1kc: 

steps to address poremial noncompliance marrers. 

A llrsr step is w know dt:lt most products that 

improve engine performance and efficiency are sub

jeer ro the anti-tampering provbions of vehicle 

emissions-comrol l:nvs. CARB over~I!CS an emis
sions resting program by which pan~ manulacrurers 

can certifY compliance for rhcir emissions-related 

products. If a manufucrurer demonsrran:!> that a 

performance parr docs nor compromise a vchide's 

emissions performance, rhe p:m Cl1l be gramecl a 

CARB Exccuri,·c Order (EO). The EO amoums ro 

permission w leg:1lly market. sell :md use the part in 

California. The CARB EO is also honored by the 

EPA :utd provides for legal sale and usc of the parr 

in 49 stares. 
As a practical mancr, bonlenecks in rhe CARB 

EO testing and application process have discour

aged some manuf.1cntrl!rs from securing EOs. f-or 

example, indusrry mc::mbc:rs have struggled ro gcr 
resting rime ar aurhorizc:d emissions labs. SEMA 

recently addressed the issue by building the SEMA 

Garage Emissions Lab, offering mcmbc:rs priori£)• 

access to our CARS-approved tl'St faciliry at low, 

SEMA-member rates. It 's important ro note: rhar 

SEMI\ members from around rhe counrry-not jusr 

Califomi~--c:m and do urilizc rhc bb. 
A related challenge for member~ has been under

swnding the regulations and comending with rhc 

resting and applic:uion process. SEMI\ is now deliv

ering importanr rc:sourccs ro assisr members in these 

areas a.~ wdl. 
First, SEMA recently worked with CARB ro 

upd:ttc and improve the resting procedure. for many 

14 December 2016 • SEMA News 

products and vehicle models, CARB now allows 

a "Fast Track" process de.signed to make the EO 

process quicker and less costly. Additionally. SEMA 

now maintains a pool of"mulc'' rest vehicles ro spare 

members the rime and expense to obrain and precon

dition certain popular new models. 
Perhaps the most valuable asset .lt the SEMA 

Garage is a ream of experienced industry cxperrs to 

hdp members through the process-from learning 

abour the law co conducting emissions resting and 

from hc:lping with rhc EO application ro advoc:uing 

wirh CARB sraff. 
I'm pleased co report that since opening the Gamgc 

Emis.~ions Lab this p;lSt year. cl1e fasr T r.tck 5)1Stc:m 

is working and we\c been busy helping SEMA 

mcmhcrs-local. national .111d international- secure 

EOs. often in record rime. We arc also continu

ing our work with CARB w find further ways to 

streamline the process and ensue~! chat rhcrc arc 

adequ:m: people resources ro keep pace with the 

EO applications. 
Our industry has a decades-long histOry of 

re.1ponding ro challenges with incredible adaptabil

ity. \'ife're encouraged ro sec the same qualities uc 

sri II very much in torce roday. In rhc case of emissions 

regulations. SEMA has untangled smtc ;tnd federal 

compliance requirements and can assist manufuc

rurers as they develop marketable cmis.~ions-rd:Hed 

products. Now it's up ro you ro rake advantage of 

thb opportunity, reducc the risk of costly sanctions 
and 14ivc your company a solid footing for the fururc. 

I ( ynu nwnuf.1cmrc or resell products that add 
performance or impact .1ir or fuel delivery, rake .m 

imponanr step for your comp:my and conr:u:t the 

SEMA Gange staff roday. Simply call SEMA lll'ad

quaners ur go to www.semagarage.com w lc:trn how 

your company can use tht~c important new EtvlA 
bcndlrs. ~ 
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"49 STATE LEGAL" ISN'T REALLY A THING. 

A common misconception is that emis00!1s-rellli'Bd prodt:cts not solei in CaW:nmia ars still 
legat inlhe other 49-s!ates. This fs nut the case. The US Clean Air Act prohibits the modification 
of street vehicles in ways that affect emissions. The use of pa11s with EOs is presumed not to 
affect emissions. 

Fortunately. the SEMA Garage offers cost-effective SEMA member benefit rates on emission!:: 
certification testing. with SEMA members receiving priority consideration. 

Compliance made easy. 

For more information ailotrl t1m SFMA Garage. visil SrMflgflr<1ge.com 


